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Petition Drive Launched to Create
Special Assessment District
After many community meetings,
and with the support of all five area
neighborhood associations, a petition
drive to establish a Special Assessment
District in the Grandmont Rosedale
community is underway. If established,
the Special Assessment District would
provide 24/7 security patrol services and
comprehensive street and sidewalk snow
removal throughout the residential areas
of Grandmont Rosedale.

WHAT IS A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT
DISTRICT?

A Special Assessment District
(S.A.D.) is an innovative new tool that
communities can use to raise money for
supplemental security and snow removal
services. The cost of services will be
shared by all district property owners
through a special tax assessment. A
local non-profit organization, referred
to as the Designated Neighborhood
Improvement Organization, or DNIO,
receives and administers the funds.
Contracts for services will be selected
through an open and competitive
bidding process. GRDC will serve as the
DNIO for the proposed S.A.D. in the
Grandmont Rosedale area.
GRDC has already obtained
competitive bids for security and snow
plowing services, and the most costeffective and reliable service providers
have been chosen. Once Grandmont
Rosedale becomes a Special Assessment
District, there will be two cars on patrol
24 hours a day. The daytime patrol will

be an off-duty Detroit Police Officer
in a Detroit Police car and a security
officer from Tenable Protective Services
in a marked security car. The evening
patrol will be two off-duty Detroit Police
Officers in a Detroit Police car and one
security officer in a marked security car.
Residents will have a direct line to the
patrols to report suspicious activity.
Grandmont Rosedale is a community
of neighbors. We all look out for one
another’s homes and families, but no
one can be on the look-out all hours of
the day or night. Once this patrol service
starts, residents will be able to feel a
greater sense of security knowing that
there are trained people whose only job
is to keep an eye on our homes, our cars,
and our families.
Greener Still Inc. will provide the
snow plowing service. This service will
plow all residential streets in Grandmont
Rosedale from curb to curb within 24
hours once the snow reaches 3 inches,
but not before the snow ceases to fall. All
sidewalks will also be plowed within 24
hours once the snow reaches 2 inches,
but again, not before the snow stops.
Many residents have experienced the
frustration and even danger that comes
with a heavy snowfall that remains on
our streets and sidewalks. With this
service, residents need no longer try to
negotiate a suddenly one way street due
to unplowed snow, nor need they worry
about having to wade through deep snow
when out walking.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?

The estimated annual cost per
tax parcel is $250.00. This Special
Assessment District tax will appear
once a year on the summer tax bill.
The campaign goal is to collect enough
signatures by early next year to get the
assessment on the 2016 summer tax
bill. There will be a separate 1% city
administration fee of $2.50. Thus, the
total fee for Special Assessment District
will be $252.50 per parcel share per year.
A Special Assessment District would
make Grandmont Rosedale a safer and
better place to live, but it’s going to take
some effort on every resident’s part. In
order to make Grandmont Rosedale a
Special Assessment District, property
owners must sign a petition authorizing
their support. Volunteers will be
going to door-to-door, holding petition
signing parties, talking to the neighbors,
and spreading the word. EVERY
NEIGHBOR has a role to play in
making Grandmont Rosedale a Special
Assessment District. What’s yours?
If you have questions about the Special
Assessment District petition signing
campaign or the Special Assessment
District itself, contact Chelsea Neblett
at cneblett@grandmontrosedale.com or
313.387.4732, ext. 103.

Plan on Attending a Town Hall Meeting
Before the district concept can be put into action, it must
garner the support of a majority of property owners in the
Grandmont Rosedale neighborhoods. There will be two
Town Hall Meetings to answer questions and to organize
residents to help collect petition signatures from area

property owners. The first Town Hall Meeting will be
Tuesday, December 8 from 6 - 8 pm at Greater Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church, 18751 Fenkell, and the second
Town Hall Meeting will be Saturday, December 12 from
10:30 am - 12 pm at GRDC, 19800 Grand River.

2015 GRDC BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
ROSEDALE PARK
Renee Kent, Vice President
Frank D. Raben, Treasurer
Dale Thomson
NORTH ROSEDALE
PARK
Marsha Bruhn
William Frey, President
Tess Tchou
GRANDMONT
John Edwards, Jr.
Kevin Johnson
Charlotte Wright
GRANDMONT #1
Oliver Cole
Annie Mae Holt
Duane Perry
MINOCK PARK
Ken Wolfe
AT LARGE
Richard Berlin, Secretary
Vicki Holmes
Phil Schloop
GRDC
19800 Grand River
Detroit, MI 48223
313 387 4732 Voice
313 387 5158 Fax
Email us at
info@grandmontrosedale.com
Visit our web page at
www.grandmontrosedale.com
GRDC is a non-profit,
community-based organization
working to preserve and
improve the Grandmont
Rosedale Neighborhoods of
northwest Detroit. We take a
comprehensive approach to
community revitalization, with
programs designed to renovate
vacant homes, assist local
homeowners and businesses,
beautify our community and
keep our neighborhoods safe
and vibrant.
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Thanks to Our Supporters
GRDC thanks the following families and businesses for their generous support of our programs between
August 1, 2015 – October 31, 2015. Your contributions make a real difference in our community!
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St. James Lutheran Church

Grand River WorkPlace is Busy!
Grand River WorkPlace, located at 19120 Grand
River, hosts numerous workshops and seminars
throughout the year geared toward supporting small
business growth. Here are a few upcoming events:

• Grand Circus and Grand River WorkPlace are
hosting a free Introduction to Coding Workshop.
On Thursday, December 10 from 6 – 9pm at
WorkPlace, attendees will learn programming
foundations needed to eventually build a website
or mobile app, whether you are a business owner
or an aspiring software developer. To rsvp, go to
eventbrite.com and search for “Grand Circus and
Grand River WorkPlace.”
• ProsperUs Detroit will again offer a 20-week
winter training session this February, 2016. The
will be an information session for this training on
Wednesday, January 27, and applications will be
due Tuesday, February 2, 2016.
• Great Lakes Women’s Business Council (Formerly
known as CEED)
Great Lakes Women’s Business Council meets
weekly at Grand River WorkPlace every Tuesday
at 10am. Meet with GLWBC to discuss their nontraditional financing program at WorkPlace by
signing up for their microloan orientation. Register
online at www.miceed.org.
• Detroit SCORE
SCORE has been mentoring new and existing
businesses for over 40 years and has a network of
over 13,000 volunteers who donate their time to
help entrepreneurs. Detroit SCORE provides free
consultations to new and existing businesses to help
them grow their business. Consultations are held
every Tuesday from 10am – 2pm. To register for a
consultation, visit www.detroitscore.org/mentors.
• TechTown SWOT City
Sign up for a business consultation with TechTown
every third Wednesday of the month from 1pm-5pm.

Register online at www.techtowndetroit.org.
• Sadek Bonahoom Legal Strategy Sessions
Schedule your appointment for a free legal
consultation with Sadek Bonahoom every
third Thursday of the month. To register for a
consultation contact Larissa Carr at 313. 387.4732
ext. 120.

NEW POP-UP COMING IN JANUARY

Trish’s Garage, the retail pop-up shop in Grand River
WorkPlace, will be open for your holiday shopping
needs through the end of December. According to
Ebony Rutherford, her time in Grandmont Rosedale
was “really helpful in developing community outreach
strategies, and to get to know the community.” Get
your loved ones something unique from Trish’s
Garage and let owner Ebony know that she will be
missed! Keep an eye out for the next pop-up in the
retail space at the WorkPlace in January!

BECOME A WORKPLACE MEMBER

Grand River WorkPlace is open for new membership!
WorkPlace is looking for small businesses and
startups to be a part of our co-working community.
WorkPlace provides a space for businesses to work
in an affordable shared space, learn through various
workshops and trainings, allowing businesses to grow
in a supportive collaborative environment. If you
would like to learn more about WorkPlace, contact
Larissa Carr at 313.387.4732, ext. 120 or workplace@
grandmontrosedale.com. To stay informed about
upcoming workshops and events at WorkPlace, “like”
Grand River WorkPlace on Facebook.

GRDC Wins Award for
Economic Development
GRDC was given the
Extraordinary Economic
Development Award at the
2015 Detroit Community
Development Awards, hosted
by Detroit LISC, Community
Development Advocates
of Detroit, and Michigan
Community Resources. This
prestigious award recognizes
an organization that “has been

a driving force in building the
local economy through small
business development, support
for entrepreneurs, fostering
local talent, or expanding
employment opportunities.” The
award presentation highlighted
Grand River WorkPlace and
GRDC’s collaboration with
many other business-serving
organizations.

Larissa Carr, WorkPlace Manager.
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Renovated Homes Boost Area Values
Home values are rising in the Grandmont Rosedale
area, boosted by GRDC’s home renovation program.
Interest from home buyers is higher than it has been in
years, pushing values up more than 25% in the last year
alone.
“Our renovation projects have played a significant
role in the market turn-around,” said GRDC Executive
Director Tom Goddeeris. “We’ve renovated 55 homes
in the last 5 years, and these houses have helped set the
mark for other sales in the community.”
Recent renovation projects have included homes in
all five Grandmont Rosedale neighborhoods, ranging
from a cozy two bedroom craftsman bungalow under
renovation in Minock Park to an historic four bedroom
Tudor home in Grandmont, which is currently for sale.
“The renovation projects, when combined with all of
our other efforts to combat blight and vacancy, prevent
foreclosure, support local homeowners, and promote our
community to new home buyers, are really paying off for
our community,” continued Goddeeris. “The result is a

stronger, more stable neighborhood for everyone.” Visit
www.grandmontrosedale.com to see a list of the homes
currently for sale.

Donate a House to GRDC
One of the best ways to support the work of
GRDC is to donate a house for renovation. GRDC
will consider properties in as-is condition as long as
they are located in the Grandmont Rosedale area,
and donors are entitled to a tax deduction for the full
appraised value of the home.
Over the years, GRDC has received several
donated houses, including homes left to us in a
homeowner’s will. There is even an option called
a “bargain sale” through which a house donor
can receive some cash for their home and get a
substantial tax deduction. A bargain sale applies

when the home is sold to GRDC for less than 20% of
its appraised value.
There are many benefits to donating a house in
addition to the tax deduction. GRDC makes the
process easy, so you can avoid the hassle of selling
and securing a vacant house. You will also be helping
to support a proven program for preserving one of
Detroit’s great communities.
To discuss a home donation, contact GRDC
Executive Director Tom Goddeeris at 313.387.4732
or tgoddeeris@grandmontrosedale.com.

Shop Small in GRANDmont Rosedale
a Big Success
On Saturday, November 28, from 11am – 5pm,
shoppers patronized over 25 vendors along Grand
River. Hosted by the Grand River WorkPlace, Always
Brewing Detroit, Pages Bookshop and GRDC, vendors
offered holiday shoppers unique, locally-made or sourced
clothing, jewelry, accessories, food products, fair trade
imports, greeting cards and more. There was also free
gift wrapping, book signings by local authors, and a
scavenger hunt with the winning team receiving a gift
basket filled with goodies from many of the vendors.
A shuttle kept shoppers moving from place to place.
GRDC’s Vacant Property Task Force also sold trees
and wreaths at Shop Small in GRANDmont Rosedale to
fund their many beautification projects. This event was
part of the national American Express Small Business
4

Shoppers at Always Brewing Detroit.
Saturday event that encourages holiday shoppers to shop
at their local, independent businesses.

A Busy Year for the Vacant Property
Task Force
The Vacant Property Task Force had a very productive
year! Trash Talkin’ volunteers chatted and picked up litter
in all five Grandmont Rosedale neighborhoods from April October. The Grandmont #1 Mower Project and the Just Do
It Squad kept several vacant lots looking great all summer
long. For the second year, volunteers collected information
about each property in Grandmont Rosedale for the Motor
City Mapping Project. This collection of data, or “blexting,”
enables us to track changes in properties over time, better
understand the locations and scope of blight, and to develop a
plan for addressing it. Blexting also allows us to demonstrate
that Grandmont Rosedale is a densely populated and wellmaintained area of the city, which in turn, enables us to
advocate for city services and grant opportunities.
Make a Difference Day in October brought volunteers to
three sites in Grandmont Rosedale where over 20 volunteers
cleaned gardens, planted flowers, and cleaned up litter. The
Ford Accelerated Action Day in September began the ongoing

Young volunteers help out on the Stahelin Avenue Project.
project to transform the Southfield Freeway Service Drive
into a green buffer zone. Future plans for these sites include
planting more trees and fencing as both alleviate both noise
and air pollution, discourage dumping, and offer a much more
attractive landscape.

John Hanson, Grandmont Rosedale
Community Champion
Written by Dani Wilson

73 years ago, when John Hanson moved to North Rosedale
Park, things looked a little different in the neighborhood. Mr.
Hanson remembers Contra Dancing at the Clubhouse – also
known as the Community House – and walking just a few
short blocks to local Cooke Elementary. He was six years
old when he moved into his home on Bretton Drive where he
continues to live today.
Though seemingly quiet at first glance, Mr. Hanson is the
neighborhood philosopher and historian, master gardener and
go-to volunteer for beautification projects. The first time we
met, I walked away with an armful of fresh rhubarb and a
promise of pie.
His generous spirit has made Mr. Hanson a steady fixture
at all events related to the Stahelin Avenue Project, a multi-lot
initiative which is transforming once-blighted properties into
maintained green pockets. When asked what motivates him,
Mr. Hanson will tell you, “It’s all about making contact and
connecting with other people.”

North Rosedale
Park resident, James
Murphy, describes Mr.
Hanson’s work ethic
and selflessness when it
comes to the community:
“John Hanson is a
very reliable volunteer.
He is always willing to
lend a hand on cleanups.
Not only does he help his
neighbors on Bretton, but he keeps the island between Avon
and Warwick clean and nice.”
Mr. Hanson wouldn’t have it any other way. With a few
years of retirement under his belt, he knows the importance
of remaining active and going outside for both body and spirit.
An observant and naturally curious individual, he’s full of
insightful bits of wisdom. You might be lucky enough to catch
a few if you take a moment to listen.

Please Give to GRDC’s Year End Appeal
Please watch your mailbox for GRDC’s year-end funding
appeal. Support from residents, business owners and other
individuals is extremely important to our continued success.
Your tax deductible donation will help support GRDC’s broad
range of community improvement programs, from housing
renovation to commercial revitalization to public safety
initiatives and more.
If you prefer to donate on-line, visit our website at www.
GrandmontRosedale.com and make your contribution
today. For other ways to give contact Lisa Grace at lgrace@
grandmontrosedale.com or 313.387.4732, ext. 105.
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News Around the Neighborhood
GRDC, A CRAIN’S BEST-MANAGED FINALIST

GRDC was one of the finalists for Crain’s 2015 Best
Managed Non-Profits in Southeast Michigan. The
award covers non-profits in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb,
Washtenaw, and Livingston counties. GRDC was in
great company with other excellent non-profits, and is
honored to have received such recognition.

DETROIT HOME REPAIR LOANS FOR
0% INTEREST

The Detroit 0% interest home repair loan program
is now accepting applications for qualified residents to
make needed home repairs. Having well-maintained
homes promotes public health and safety, increases
property values, and helps residents secure and maintain
homeowner’s insurance. For more information on this
program and to apply, go to www.detroithomeloans.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY MEETING

The last Neighborhood Safety Meeting of 2015 will
take place on Thursday, December 17 at 6:30pm at

the North Rosedale Park Community House, 18445
Scarsdale. Captain Jacqueline Pritchett and Lieutenant
Michael Donovan from the 8th Precinct will speak
about crime statistics in Grandmont Rosedale, and
Neighborhood Police Officer Shawn Childrey will offer
holiday safety tips. The Neighborhood Safety Meetings
are free and open to the public. Light refreshments are
provided and first time attendees and those who bring
a first time attendee will be entered in a raffle to win a
safety related prize.

KEEP UP TO DATE ON ALL THAT’S HAPPENING
IN GRANDMONT ROSEDALE
There are several great ways to stay informed on
neighborhood events. To receive a GRDC weekly
email newsletter, or the GRDC eblast, send an email to
info@grandmontrosedale.com and ask to be added to
the list. You can also “like” the Grandmont Rosedale
Development Corporation Facebook page and the My
Grandmont Rosedale Facebook page. There are so
many ways to stay in touch!

313.387.4732 • www.grandmontrosedale.com

